io            THE COUNTER-REFORMATION.
The entire judicial administration of the Church should be revised, the supreme court at Home (rota) reorganised, the chamber of finance (camera) reformed, and a commission appointed to enquire into the new offices "by which Leo X. had so largely increased his expenditure and his debts. As for the life and morals of the clergy at large, it would be desirable to carry out the decrees of the Lateran Council. On the other side, while the memorial insisted on the necessity of restricting improper concessions granted in concor-dates to temporal princes, it demanded the rigorous execution of the Edict of Worms against the new German heresy. The Holy See should hasten to take advantage of the readiness of Bohemia to be reconciled to it; while, with a view no doubt to the suppression of the more recent and more dangerous religious revolt, it should use its best endeavours to mediate peace between the Empire, Prance, and England. The entire memorial might have served as a text-book for the actual Counter-Reformation.
Coming   from   Spain,  Adrian VI.  must have  received these  demands   and   recommendations,   all   of which were   completely in  harmony with
Bis attempt                 .              .    r       J         .        .    /
at a counter-    both nis  experiences and his opinions,  as
reformation.            ..    ..,                    . .                 .                 rrn         i
a challenge to his conscience. The plague was raging at Rome, and he was himself enfeebled by illness; but he resolved to remain in the city. On the very day after his coronation (September I, 1522), he annulled all steps taken by the Sacred College since his election for the filling up of benefices; and soon afterwards (October nth) he published the Chancery rules, which he had first put forth in Spain (April